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8 WITH SENTIMENTS OF RESPECT, 


THE POLLOWING 


S E R M O N, 


which has no pretenſions to their approba- 
tion, except as an inſtance of his zealous anxi- 
ety for their welfare. The ſolicitations of, 


friends, however numerous and reſpectable, 
who have expreſſed a wiſh to read what they 
have heard, would avail but little towards de- 
precating that critical judgment, which is 


not influenced by partiality. Prompted to 
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publiſh by better motives, the author prefers 
2 better plea.---The opinion of ſome, whoſe 
favourable opinion is both an encouragement 
and an honour, authoriſes him to indulge the 
flattering idea, that this Diſcourſe in its pub- 
liſhed ſtate may continue to promote thoſe 
ends for which it was preached. Should it 
prove in the leaſt conducive to the ſacred in- 
tereſts of RELIG1oN, and the particular edi- 
fication of his late ARGE; neither the 
ſceptic's opinion, nor the caviller's animad- 

verſions will at all diſcompoſe his ſatisfac- 

tion. To the candid attention of an indul- 

gent people, and above all, to the bleſſing ot 
the Divine Dis PpOSER of human affairs, he 
commits it, with a mind humbly, yet firmly 
convinced, that even Sr. Pau] would have 
planted, and Apollos would have watered in 
vain, if Gop had not deigned to give the in- 
creaſe®*. | | 1 


* x Cor. iii. 6. 


A FAREWELL SERMON. 


ACTS xx. 32. 


—AND NOW, BRETHREN, I COMMEND YOU TO GOD, AND 
TO THE WORD OF HIS GRACE, WHICH 18 ABLE TO BUILD 
YOU UP, AND TO GIVE YOU AN INHERITANCE AMONG 


| ALL THEM WHICH ARE 8ANCTIFIED. 


vom was the apoſtolical leave which St. 
Paul took of his Epheſian converts. 


This holy ambaſſador of God, being bound 
in the ſpirit, that is, determined in his mind 
to go to Jeruſalem, though aſſured that bonds 
and afflictions awaited him, had called toge- 
ther the church of Epheſus, the metropolis 
of Aſia. To this reſpectable aſſembly he de- 
clares his intention of departing; reminds 
them of the manner in which he had exer- 
ciſed his miniſtry amongſt them, and the doc- 
trines which he had principally inſiſted on in 
his diſcourſes ; finally, ſince he muſt leave 
them, leaves them to the care of a merciful 
Providence; and for their better edification 
and eternal welfare, recommends them to the 


ſacred truths and precepts of the goſpel. 
A3 But 


BY 


But no account of his behaviour on this 
occaſion can be better than what is related in 
his own words; which, as they are the ge- 
nuine effuſions of a benevolent heart deli- 
vered in the language of ſincere affection, I 
cannot reſiſt the pleaſure of reciting.— Ye 
** know,” ſaid the apoſtle to the Epheſians, 
from the firſt day that I came into Aſia, 
after what manner I have been with you 
at all ſeaſons, ſerving the Lord with all hu- 
mility of mind; and how I kept back no- 
thing that was profitable unto you; but have 
** ſhewed you, and taught you publicly, and 

from houſe to houſe; teſtifying both to 
the Jews and alſo to the Greeks REPEN- 
** TANCE toward God, and rariTH toward 
* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And now, behold, 
* TI go bound in the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not 
knowing the things that ſhall befall me; 
** fave that the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in 
* every City, ſaying that bonds and afflic- 
tions abide me. But none of- theſe things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
** myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 
with joy, and the miniſtry which I have 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
<* goſpel of the grace of God. And now, 
** behold, I know that ye all among whom I 

| have 


L £51 
* have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
** ſhall ſee my face no more. Wherefore I 
*© take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For, I have not 
** ſhunned todeclare unto you all the counſel 
* of God. Remember, that by the ſpace of 
three years I ceaſed not to warn every one 
night and day with tears. And now, brethren 
I commend you to God, and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
qu an inheritance among all them which are 
fſanctiſied.“ | 


Thus related the Apoſtle his manner of diſ- 
charging the miniſterial function. He re- 
lated it, not to raiſe himſelf in the eſteem of 
his hearers, but to awaken and fix in their 
minds the important inſtructions he had given 
them. And, ſince it was his heavenly Maſ- 
ter's will to call him away, he commended 
them to the care of HI, who could abun- 
dantly ſupply his abſence, and to the word of 
his grace, the expreſs revelation of his will, 
the GOSPEL, ſufficiently able to edify and im- 
prove their ſouls. in all virtue and chriſtian 
graces, and upon their due performance of its 
conditions, to give them a title to an immortal 
and bleſſed inberitance in communion with all 


the holy diſciples of Chriſt. 
9a4 The 
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e 
The words of my text thus introduced and 


lluſtrated may furniſh matter of inquiry, 


I. Why the apoſtle at his departure com- 
mends his valuable charge to the Daene 
care of God: | 


I. Why he commends them? to theWors 


OF HIS GRACE, or THE GOSPEL. 


| Theſei inquiries refoivad, I ſhall addrefs ts 
you 


III. A recapitulation of fl Sofia 
and precepts, which I would fain leave im- 


preſſed upon your minds with all the weight 


and influence that ſhould accompany the laſt 
words of a departing friend. The 


I. Subject of inquiry is, why did the holy 
paſtor commend his flock to the pECULIAR 
CARE OF ALMIGHTY Gop? 


To whom elſe, it may be aſked in reply, 
could he with confidence give them in truſt, 


but to that Divine Power which created 


and preſerved them, and had provided the 
beſt means for their future welfare? The all- 
wiſe Diſpenſer of good and evil, was the only 
Being that could make the incidents of life 

I con- 


| 11 
conducive to their benefit; the only Power, 
that could ſave or ſupport them under the 
preſſure of calamity. For ſurely the apoſtle 
knew their defenceleſs ſtate. Doubtleſs he 
foreſaw, that tribulation and perſecution 
would ariſe to them becauſe of the faith. 
He foreſaw the malice and temptations of the 
world, the wiles of Satan, and their own car- 
nal frailneſs; all ready to conſpire, and to 
choke the good ſeeds of chriſtianity, which 
he had ſedulouſly fown in their hearts. But 
great and manifold as theſe impending dan- 
gers were, he knew to whom he was commit- 
ting the holy charge, and that HE would keep 
it unimpaired againſt the laſt day. When he, 
their ſpiritual father, was obliged to forſake 
his children, the Lord, he knew, would take 
them up, and adopt them for his own. He 
was ſatisfied that no harm could befall them, 
when entruſted to he /rving God, the Saviour 
of all men, eſpecially of them that believe, To 
advance more reaſons for his commending 
them to Gop, would be injurious to your re- 
ligious convictions; to have faid leſs upon 
this head would not have done Juſtice to ”y 
text. The 


II. Inquiry to be inveſtigated is, YE the 
Epheſians are commended not on/y 70 Gop, 


but 


1120 } 
but alſo to the Goseer, that word or Di- 
VINE GRACE. 


Their preſent inſtructor was now on the 
point of leaving them without any inſpired 
ſucceſſor. But, could he have left them to 
the care of an apoſtle as well qualified as 
himſelf; the age of immediate inſpiration 
would ſhortly expire.—Soon muſt every hea- 
ven-inſtructed teacher pay the univerſal debt 
of nature. No living guide, who could 
pretend to know the mind of God, would 

then be found to ſhew inquiring chriſtians the 
paths of truth and virtue, and caution them 
againſt the mazes of error and vice. Vet, 
hopeleſs as their condition was, a proviſion 
competent to their wants was made by Di- 
vine Mercy. The good tidings of ſalvation 
were not to die away with the breath which ut- 
tered them. They were preſerved by faith- 
ful hiſtorians, the very witneſſes of what they 
recorded under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and ſecured to future ages by infinite 
wiſdom and power. So that their writings 
could declare the doctrines and precepts of 
chriſtianity, when the hands which penned 
them were lifeleſs, and the tongues which 
preached them mute in the ſilent grave. 


To 


We. 8 
To this treaſure of ſacred knowledge the 
departing teacher commends his hearers, now 
that they can no longer” receive his oral in- 
ſtructions.------He commends them to the 
Worp or Gop's GRACE, as being ABLE To 
BUILD THEM UP, 


Already was the foundation of the chriſtian 
religion laid in their hearts by this wiſe maſe 
ter- builder; and now he leaves the ſuper- 
ſtructure under Divine bleſſing to be finiſhed 
with thoſe inſtruments of all perfection, the 
ſeriptures. | Theſe he recommends to ſup- 
ply his place, to preſerve the remembrance of 
his admonitions, and to fill up the meaſure of 
their religions knowledge, 


„Search the ſcriptures,” is a charge given 
by the Lord himſelf; and the ſame direction 
is repeatedly inculcated, and earneſtly inforced 
by the apoſtles. St. Paul tells it for the credit 
of Timothy, and as the reaſon of his ſtedfaſt- 
neſs in the faith, that from a child he had 
* known the ſcriptures *: And to encourage 
him to keep up his knowledge of them, he. 
gives them the character of being able to 


make him wiſe unto ſalvation through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus.” 


* 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


To 


«AG 2 
nne 
Wc. Wn” 2 


# 12 } 


To the great dearth of ſcriptural knowledge 
did the primitive fathers. impute the many di- 
viſions which diſturbed the peace of the world; 
and to the ſame lamented evil, may be im- 
puted thoſe erroneous opinions and tenets of 
the preſent age, which break the bonds of 
peace and charity aſunder, and undermine the 
foundation, on which the virtue and happi- 
neſs of life depend. Had the laſt generation 
been better inſtructed, and were the preſent 
more converſant, in the principles of the 


_ ** oracles of God,” we ſhould: not have 


to lament that licentiouſneſs both of thinking 


and acting, which now derides the doctrines, 


and breaks the laws, of religion. For, all 
* ſcripture, which 1s given by inſpiration of 
© God, is is profitable for pocTRINE, for RE- 
*© PROOF, for CORRECTION, for INSTRUC+» 
© TION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS®,” 


Not a want can ariſe to the human mind, 
that may not be here ſupplied. Doth it de- 
fire to know what God has deigned to reveal ; 
to be informed of his attributes and his works; 
to learn his dealings with us, his intentions 
towards us, and his will concerning us? Lead 
it tothe word of God. In that are hid all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge.“ 

22 Tim. ili. 16. + Col. ii. 3. 

There 


[ 23 ] 
There it may glean ſome notions though in- 
adequate of the. ** breadth and length, of the 
„height and depth, of the love of God“: 
there it may be inſtructed in all * pon 
taining to . and ſalvation. 


Doth * * God's honour and the cauſe 
of his religion inflame the heart? And is the 
*« righteous ſoul vexed at ſeeing the unlaw- 
* ful deeds of the finner, and hearing e blaſ- 
** phemous ſpeeches of the infidel +?” The 
word of God is profitable for RxEPROOE, and 
for CORRECTION. It charges them who have 
the overfight to reprove and rebuke all 
* ſuch, as in belief or praiſe reſiſt the truth, 
* and turn away their ears from ſound doc- 
* trine .“ It teaches us to correct by repent- 
ance, and to amend whatever we have done 
** amiſs.” T 


Doth the chriſtian mind hunger and thirſt 
after RIGHTEOUSNESS? ** Bleſſed diſpoſi- 
tion! It ſhall be filled |,” faith our Sa vi- 
oUR. Wiſdom crieth aloud; ſhe offereth the 
leſſons of righteouſneſs in the chief places of 
concourſe; ſhe inviteth men of all deſcrip- 
* Eph. iii. 18. + 2 Peter ii. 8. 

1 2 Tim. iv. 2. | Matt. v. 6. 
tions, 


[ 14 ] 
tions, even the pooreſt and the meaneſt; to 
come and receive inſtruction, - ©* Hol every 
** one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters ; 
and he, that hath no money, come, buy and 
**eat*,” In ſhort, whatever can be wanting 
to attain knowledge; whatever, to improve 
practice, is amply provided in the wok or 
GRACE, which is able to make the ſervants of 


God perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 


good works ;“ and thus, through the me- 
rits of Cyr1sT, ſecure of AN INHERITANCE 
AMONG THEM WHICH ARE SANCTIFIED.' 

The advantages of godlineſs extend beyond 
the grave. Every true believer's hopes are full 
of immortality. He has a promiſe, not only of 
the life which now is, but alſo of that which is 
tocome. When the current of time has flowed 
ſmoothly away in ſtreams of beneficence, or at 
leaſt benevolence ; what joy, to meet with it 


again ſwelled into riversof heavenly pleaſures, | 


flowing, and toflow for ever in the Divine pre- 
ſence! After a few years, paſſed in doing all 
poſſible good, or avoiding every fin that 
could be committed, ending in conſcious de- 


light, or at leaſt negative ſatisfaction: or (to 


ſtate the worſt of mortality) after a few years 
* Iſaiah Iv. 1. + 2 Tim. iii. 17. 
| of 
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of calamity, of ſickneſs, pain, poverty and 
wretchedneſs on this ſtage of viciſſitudes, to 
find the ſcene ſhifted; to behold ſorrow and 
miſery flying away, and the REDEEMER ap- 
pearing to wipe away tears from every eye, 
and to give his diſciples this gracious invi- 
tation: Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
* herit the kingdom prepared for you: 
Who, that conſiders this, does not aſpire; 
what Chriſtian is not ambitions, to make 
good his title to ſuch an INRERITANCE 
AMONG THEM WHICH ARE SANCTIFIED? 


In the 


III. Place, my brethren, ſuffer me to recall 


to your minds ſome of thoſe eſſential doc- 
trines and precepts, which I have delivered 
from this pulpit in the courſe of my miniſtry 


among you. 


The relation, in which I have ſerved you 
for the ſpace of ſix years, now expires. 
Theſe are the laſt words, that I ſhall addreſs 
to you in the capacity of your minifter. Per- 
haps, this is the laſt time, that I am. ever to 
ſee you thus aſſembled. Once more, then, 
indulge me with the attention -ye have been 
ever wont to ſhow me, while I recount the 


moſt important of thoſe ſacred truths, which 
a I drew 


1 16 ] 
I drew for your edification from the woxp or 
GRACE, and now would leave more _ 
impreſſed upon your hearts. 


In humble imitationof the apoſtolic model, 
I have 7e/t;fied in particular REPENTANCE to- 
wards Gop, and FaiTn towards our Loxp 
Jssvs CHRIST. For, theſe doctrines I re- 
gard as the only ſolid ground of the chriſ- 
tian religion; the baſis, on which alone man- 
kind are to be built upꝰ to every virtue and 
grace. REPENT AND BELIEVE®,” was the 
command of our Saviour. *© REPENT 
* AND BELIEVE,” was therepeated admoni- 
tion of every one of his apoſtles. Other foun- 
dation than this can no miniſter lay; if he 
take pains to ſpeak as the oracles of God; if 
he have any ſenſe of his duty, any zeal for 
the welfare of his people. 


Particular circumſtances have impelled me 
to excite frequent reflection upon the great 
MYSTERIES OF OUR FAITH, and to com- 
pare the articles we pfofeſs to believe with 
the words of Divine, Wevelation. When in- 
fidelity had ſpread her banners aloft, had uſed 
every art to decoy unwary chriſtians into her 


* Mark i. 15, lig | 
iſts, 


127 7 


liſts, and ſtir them up to war againſt their 
lawful PRINCE, that ſhe might plunder: him 
of his natural rights and ancient honours, 
ſhould the appointed wazchmay' betray his 
truſt, and neglect to ** ſound th 2 
* alarm?” Could any. profeſſed. ſoldier of 
CuRIST meanly deſert his poſt, ahandon the 
Captain of his falvation,” and forfeit the 
ineſtimable promiſes of the goſpel? For: him 
who fighteth the good fight of faith, there'ts laid 
up a crown of righteouſneſs: in beauen cx To 
% him that overcometh, faith” the Lord, 
vill I grant to fit with me on my throne . 
* Contend ye,” ſays an apoſtle, ©* contend ye 
_ ** earneſtly for the faith, which was once de- 
« Hyered to the ſaints; in On ENG terrified by 


7" "RON adverſaries t.“ 


* 


4 Urged by the force of theſe promiſes and 
commands, by the neceſſity of the times, and 
by the ſolemn promiſe d, with which J en- 
tered the prieſthood, I have been ready on 
every ſuitable occaſion to bear teſtimony 
againſt tenets, which were erroneous and 
contrary to God's word, and to inculcate the 


* 2 Tim. iv. 8. f Rev. iii. 21. J Judi iii. 
§ See the Form and Manner of dene Trisis. 


hs | doc- 
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doctrines · of truth and ſoberneſs, __ believ- 
ing them myſelf. 


For ſimilar reaſons and with ſimilar views 
J entered upon and nearly finiſhed a ſyſtema- 
tical courſe of lectures on the Churcb-cate- 
chiſm. Theſe I did not heſitate to bring be- 
fore you on the preſumption, that my ſubject 
is the beſt epitome of chriſtian faith and 
morals, and furniſhes materials for every kind 
of doctrinal and practical inſtruction. Be- 
fore I could complete this undertaking, it 
pleaſed Providence to viſit me with ſickneſs, 
and thereupon to arreſt and put an end to my 
labours here. Had the bleſſing of health been 
continued to me, I ſhould have thought my- 
ſelf bound to finiſh thoſe lectures, and offer 
them to you in a different manner, and more 
finiſhed ſtate, as a tribute of reſpect, a memo- 
rial of that relation, which has ſubſiſted be- 


_ tween us. 


It was with great reluctance on my part, 
that this relation was diſſolved. The ties of 
nature, of friendſhip and of long acquaint- 
ance had ſo ſtrongly attached me to this place, 
that I could © gladly be ſpent in your ſer- 
vice.“ But ſince the way of man is not in 

himſelf; 


119 ] 
himſelf; ſince it is not in man that walketh 
to direct his ſteps,” I muſt acquieſce in the 
ways of Providence, and content myſelf with 
wiſhing and praying for your welfare. 


Through the whole courſe of my endea- 
vours here begun at an early period of my 
miniſtry, I have continually felt, how much I 
ſtood in need of your candour, and how much 
I experienced it. To expreſs my ſentiments 
in the words of an ancient Biſhop of Antioch* 
to a Roman Emperor: It has been moſt con- 
** ſpicuous, that without any regard had to 
to the unworthineſs of the miniſter, you 
greatly reſpected in him the power of his 
* Maſter.” In great weakneſs and imperfec- 
tion was I with you; but this I can ſay with 
truth ** in godly ſincerity and fervent zeal 1 
** preached the goſpel.” I ſay not with the 
apoſtle, that I have declared to you * 4 the 
** counſel of God,” but this I will ſay; I 
have not &epr back any thing, IJ thought pro- 
* fitable unto you.” My well intended, how- 
ever executed, labours you accepted with 
kindneſs, and rewarded with generoſity be- 


yond my expectations. 


* Flavian to Theodoſ. in Chryſoſt. Hom. 
B2 Allow 


bh 20 J 
Allow me to hope, that you will extend 


the like, or greater, ' encouragement to him, 


who ſucceeds me in the duty and burden of 
this office. I beſeech you, brethren, as a proof 
of your ſincerity in religion, go on to "eſteem 

*<your miniſters very highly in love for their 
works ſake,” for your own ſake, for the 


ſake of CyrisT, whoſe ambaſſadors they are. 


St. Paul enjoins more than we aſk: ** Obey “, 
lays he, obey them, that have the rule over 


you, and ſubmit yourſelves; ; for they watch 


* 1 1 your ſouls, as they that muſt give ac- 
count; that they may do it with joy and 
not with grief.“ Wherefore, beloved, as 
ye have always obeyed, not as in my pre- 

** ſence only, but now much more in my ab- 
* Jenct, WORK OUT YOUR OWN SALVATION 
with fear and tremblin 1 


Above all the periſhable riches, all the fleet- 
ing pleaſures of this world, chooſe and attend 
to with the greateſt concern, the one thing 
needful, THE CARE Or YOUR IMMORTAL 
SOULS. To this end, be it your conſtant 


care to“ have always a conſcience void of 


** offence towards God, and towards men.“ 
And be not only negatively good, but prac- 


Feb. xiii. 17. 
tice 
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tice the duties of piety and charity, flowing 
from a grateful and an honeſt heart. 238 


Worſhip Gop THE FATHER in ſpirit and 
in truth,---Hallow his ſabbaths.---Reverence 
and frequent his ſanctuary, and his altar.--- 
Honour his holy name and his word; and 
ſerve him truly all the days of your lives. 


And, as ye have received the Lord Ixsus, 
Gop THE SoN, *© ſo walk ye in him, not be- 
f guiled of your reward by any man's enticing 

** words, but grounded and ſettled in the faith.“ 
Believe the plain declaration of his infinite 
nature, however myſterious to finite reaſon, 
as ye find it in the word of God, in preference 
to the traditions or writings of fallible men“. 
Be firmly perſuaded of his exiſtence from all 
eternity, of his boundleſs power, wiſdom and 
goodneſs, of his equality with the FATHER 
** as touching his Gopnt ap.” Behave your- 
ſelves towards him, not like his doubting, but 
like his believing diſciples, who WORSHIP= 


No diſparagement is here intended to the argument 
from tradition, which has been ſo ably maintained in the 
learned and judicious writings of DR. HorsLey ; to 
whom the Church of England Ed owes the de- 
feat of her Socinian adverſaries, | | 


PED 
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PED HIM“, while he was with them in the 
world+, and after he was carried up into hea- 
ven T. For, as his moſt beloved diſcipley, 
who muſt be allowed to have known him beſt, 
and who wrote on purpoſe to confirm the 
faith and conſtancy of chriſtan profeſſors, ex- 


preſſly declares, ** THIS 1s THE TRUK Gon 
** AND ETERNAL LIFE.” Be aſſured then, 


that this is the truth of the goſpel, the truth 
of the earlieſt ages of the primitive faithl.“ 


To the like pious conduct in the primitive chriſtians, 
Tertullian bears honourable teſtimony. He mentions, 
that Pliny the, Second informed the Emperor Trajan, that 
with hymns they celebrated Cnz1sT as God,” 

| APOL. c. ii. 

See alſo Biſhop Bull's catalogue of the earlieſt writers, 

who maintained the Divinity of our Saviour. 
|  JUDIC., ECCLES, CATH. c. i. 

Another teſtimony to the ſame orthodox purport 
may be found in Lucian ; who being not a N 
clefiaftical hiſtorian, but a witty Pagan writer, cannot in 
this caſe be charged with deſign. The * chriſtians,” 
he obſerves with unuſual ſeriouſneſs, ** abjure the gods 
% of the Grecians; but apoRE their crucified Teacher. 
© They conform their lives to his laws, and are conſtant 
„jn their faith. To this day,” he repeats, ** they wor- 
„ ſhip their GREAT MAN crucified in Paleſtine, 

DE MORTE PEREGRINI» 

+ Matt. xx. 20. and xxviii 9. 17. 

} Luke xxiv. 51, 52. | 

$ 1 John v. 20. | 

See the Rev. S. Badcock's Letters, in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine of September, | 

It 
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If chriſtians indeed, ye will alſo receive the 
Sp1rIT or Gop and or CHRIST. Ve will 
do nothing to grieve the HoT V GHOST, nor 
fruſtrate the Divine Grace: but will fervently 
pray for, and co- operate with his influences 
on your ſouls, to carry them ſpotleſs through 
the regions of frail mortality to manſions of 
purity and eternal bliſs, the promiſed inberit- 
ance of all them, which are S AN CTI IE D. 


From ſuch faith and piety towards the holy 
TRINITY, may reaſonably be expected the 
practice of all religious and ſocial duties to 
MANKIND. While ye hold faſt, as I truſt ye 
will, the profeſſion of your faith without wa- 
vering; while ye are ſtedfaſt in your attach- 
ment to that church“, which a learned wri- 


* One of the moſt illuſtrious Engliſh Prelates of the 
ſeventeenth century, has cautioned us againſt ſepara- 
tion, in this animated addreſs: ©** Compare the church 
of England with any church in chriſtendom, that of 
** Geneva, for inſtance, Lo, there a common harbour 
of all opinions, if not a mixture! But, here you 
draw in thecleir and free air of the Goſpel, without 
* the odious compoſition of Judaiſm. Arianiſm, Socinia- 
«+ ni/m, Anabaptiſm. There you muſt live in the ſtench 
*© of theſe and more. You are unworthy of pity, if you 
„will chooſe and approve ſuch miſery. Say, if you 
can, that the Chuxch Oo ENGLAND (if ſhe were not 
yours) is not a HEAVEN to Am/terdam. 1 

| HALL'S EPIST. DECAD, 111. 
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ter® declares to be founded upon ſerip- 
* ture, reaſon, the practice of the apoſtles, 
and antiquity;” ſtill: like your Saviour, 
have co mpaſſion upon them that are out of the 
way. Judge'charitably of men, whoſe per- 
ſuaſion is different; and rather lament, than 
condemn, their blindneſs,” who ſee not, fo 
Clearly as yourſelves, thoſe beams of hea- 
venly light, which iſſue from the suN op 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and ſooner or later will 


enlighten them, who fit in darkneſs. As 
much as in you lies, live peaceably with all 


men, even with them, who are ENEMIES 
UNTO PEACEF. If ye are (as Chriſtians ye 


* Hooker. 3 h 

Were l, as a preacher of THE GOSPEL OF PEACE, called 
upon to admoniſh fuch as foment diviſions, and diſ- 
turb the public peace by unſcriptural tenets and licen- 
tious principles, 1 would addreſs myſelf to their leader 
in terms like theſe. ** Alas! that a pretender to wil- 


dom ſhould not know the worth of peace! Son of So- 


* cinus, or, whoever thou-art !—what mean theſe novel- 


* ties? Is ſingularity ſo precious, that it ſhould coſt no 


«< leſs than the ſafety and quiet of the church? If it be 
truth thou affecteſt; what, alone? Could never any 
* eyes, but thine, be bleſſed with the object? — Hat 

* the goſpel ſhorie thus long and bright, and left ſome 
* corners unſeen? Away with all new tenets: fair and 
„ plauſible they may be; ſound they cannot. Some 
* may admire thee for them: none ſhall bleſs thee. 
„Why muſt theſe unſeaſonable crotchets and quavers 
« trouble the harmonious plain ſongs of our peace? 
« —By the dear name of our common parents, what 


© meaneſt thou?—Whither tend theſe fomented diſſen- 
7 8 4 ſions? 


(2s 1 


ſhould be) filled with the ſpirit of God,“ 


ye will on every occaſion and at every junc- 
ture, bring forth the fruits of the ſpirit; 


which are, love, jggand peace, long-ſuffer- 
ing, gentleneſs and meekneſs, temperance, 
faith and a good conſcienggy.* 


In theſe and every other grace, that can 
adorn and dignify the chriſtian temper, may 
ye, my friends, © abound more and more, 


till ye all come in the unity of the faith, 


and of the knowledge of the Son or Gop 


** unto a perfect man *, unto the meaſure, of 
the ſtature of the fulneſs of CHRIST, 


and finally be received into thoſe heavenly 


manſions prepared for his faithful diſciples! 


AND Now, BRETHREN, I COMMEND 
YOU To Gop AND To THE WORD OF HIS 
GRACE, WHICH IS ABLE TO BUILD YOU 
UP, AND TO GIVE YOU AN INHERITANCE 
AMONG ALL THEM, WHICH ARE SANc- 
TIFIED! 


« fſions? By that moſt precious ranſom of our Savi- 
* ouR, and by that awful appearance, we ſhall one day 


„ make before the tribunal of the Son or Gov, re- 


„ member thyſelf, and trouble not the Church of Chriſt. 
Let not thoſe talents, with which Gop has furniſhed 
* thee, lie in the narrow way, and cauſe any weak one 
to fall, to ſtumble, or to err.“ 
HALL's EPIST. DECAD 6. 
4 Ephel, IV, 13. | 
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